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The American Indian School Leadership (AISL), program at NAU will offer financial support to 20 Native 

teachers from the Navajo, Hopi, White Mountain and San Carlos schools who desire to pursue an M.A. 

Degree in Educational Leadership to qualify them for a principal’s certificate. The purpose of the AISL 

program is to prepare education leaders to work as administrators in K-12 Indian serving schools.  AISL 

cohort begins in January 2022 and ends by May 2026. Courses are on-line in spring and fall semester 

and both summer sessions. Students take classes on-line and will meet on campus once or twice a 

semester for seminar sessions. The AISL grant provides funding for tuition, books, travel to campus for 

seminars, and to one major conference and one or two local conferences. Enrichment seminars with 

nationally known researchers in Indian school leadership are an integral part of this principal’s program.  

During the coursework, the internship and for the 2 year induction, school districts are asked to provide a 

mentor for the student to help with their growth and development. Students are recruited based on a 

nomination process from their administrators based on their interest and capacity to become a well-

prepared administrator. After graduation, the district is expected to offer an administrator’s position 

preferably as a principal or assistant principal due largely that the student was trained and prepared 

based on input and guidance from the district. In this way the AISL program is a win-win for the districts, 

NAU, and the student.  

 
Requirements  

 
1. Career goal to be a full-time principal or 

assistant principal or in a position that 
requires an administrator’s certificate. 
 

2. Three years’ experience as a certified 
teacher in a predominately Indian serving 
school.  A copy of your teaching 
certificate is required. 
 

3. Completion of a bachelor’s degree from 
an accredited college or university. Copy 
of your unofficial transcripts.  
 

4. Student is allowed to keep a full-time 
teaching position so they will be able to 
bring real school leadership problems 

with them to discuss and research for 
solutions in the program. 

 
5. Proof of enrolled membership of a 

federally recognized tribe. Copy of your 
CIB. 
 

6. Letter of nomination from superintendent 
and a letter of recommendation from the 
principal noting the following: 
 

a. Unqualified support for providing 
a mentor and support throughout 
the duration of program.  

b. Statement that states upon 
graduation the district/school will 
“strongly consider” for a principal 



or an assistant principal or an 
administrators position that 
requires an administrator’s 
certificate. 

 
7. Admission to NAU College of Education 

M.A. in K-12 Administration degree 
program (after conditional acceptance to 
AISL). 

 
8. Accepted scholars must sign a Project 

Agreement contract* with the U.S. 
Department of Education and NAU. 
 

*The grant requires 3 years’ service payback 

as full time principal or administrator or 

student is required to pay the funds back. 

 
 
Immediate  Contact Savannah.Syndey@nau.edu for application PRIOR applying to the graduate  

college. 
Nov. 12, 2021 AISL application due to NAU (savannah.sydney@nau.edu) 
Nov. 19, 2021 Application to NAU Graduate College: M.A. Educational Leadership K-12  
  $65 non-refundable fee. A complete application includes letters of recommendation 
Dec. 3, 2021 Notification to individuals receiving AISL grant funding. 
Jan. 10, 2021 AISL Coursework begins.  
Jan 17-28, 2021 AISL Director and Co-Director will visit with each student at their schools for required 
                            orientation. 
 

Educational Leadership master’s program application information may be found at: 

https://nau.edu/ed-leadership/aisl/ and https://nau.edu/ed-leadership/med-principal-k-12/ 

 

For more information and AISL grant application please contact: 

Savannah Sydney savannay.sydney@nau.edu  Phone: 928-523-8033 

 

Funded by the US Department of Education/Office of Indian Education Grant S299B210030 
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School Leadership Professional Development provided by Dr. Clement 
 
The Adventure Begins…A Guide to Marketing Positive Images 
This 1–2-hour presentation will help administrators, faculty, and staff develop strategies 
for discovering and promoting the unique factors of their schools. 
 
The Magic Begins…Improving Customer Service 
This 1–2-hour presentation will help support staff develop and implement strategies for 
improving their service to both internal and external customers. This product can be 
expanded to a workshop format which includes action planning and role playing. 
 
This is Your Brain: This is Your Brain on School 
This 1–2-hour presentation takes current brain research and helps schools and school 
districts become more brain fit. 
 
On Becoming a Legendary Teacher… 
During this 1–2-hour presentation, Dr Clement attempts to illustrate the positive impact 
teachers have on the lives of students by relating personal stories centered on 
legendary teachers in my life. This seminar integrates effective teaching research with 
the stories and themes. 
 
Customer Service Audits 
A comprehensive objective review of all aspects of how an organization serves both 
internal and external customers. This service is customized to the specific needs of the 
school district. 
 
Create the Vision…Inspire the Future 
Dr. Clement will help facilitate the development or refinement of district/school strategic 
plan with a focus on measurable outcomes. 
 
For more information regarding these PD opportunities, contact Dr. Clement at 
nicholas.clement@nau.edu  520-850-3743 
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